INSTALLATION
OF THE YEAR

With a high-horsepower stereo
system and a hell-bent home
theater, this Texas tornado un-
leashes pure audio/video fury.

By BRENT BUTTERWORTH
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The theater's accents are gilded

in 24-karat gold, its sconces are

cast from antigue originals, and

its woad trim s hand-finished.
The center ceiling supporl—a
key structural member of the
house—prevented the use af

a projector [ift, so the system

designer compensated by using

sophisticated Runco projector

that can be mounted for off axis.
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I GET AN IDEA OF WHAT I'M IN FOR
before | even set foot inside the house. Huge
transformers in a room off the garage hum sofily
as the electronic systems designer, Kyle Griffith,
describes the homes power system. “There are
three transformers for the house and one for the
pool house,” he explains. “There are three elec-
trical panels just for the media system and two
grounding rods with special clay packed around
them to help eliminate elecerical noise, We had
to upgrade the outside service four times as the
job grew”—a fact confirmed when [ see that the
curbside service box is abour three times as large
as those of the neighboring homes in this devel-
opment outside Austn, Texas,

What kind of audio/video system could de-
mand thrice the power that a typical suburban
home draws? 1 soon find out. Griffith leads me up
a flight of stairs and opens a pair of huge bronze
doors decorated with cast figures of lions. Behind
the doors lies one of the most ornate—vet ap-
parently simple—haome theaters [ have ever seen,
Its character lics in the details. “The fabrics are
hand-screened and hand-embroidered,” interior
desigmer Mark Cravotta points out. “All of the
sconces were cast from origimal antiques. The
carpet 15 handmade in a single piece”
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“And all of that gilding you see is 2d-karat
gold Grffith adds. “We were all walking
around with gold Aakes in our hair for a couple
of weeks”

The decor quickly fades from my conscious-
ness when Griffith taps the Crestron touchscreen
to bring down the lights and fire up the home
theater system. A few seconds of King Kong are
enough to tell me that this theater i to a typical
media room what an F-16 fighter is to a Gulf-
stream business jet: something in the same basic
category, but at the sime gme totally incompa-
rable. My theater chair shakes violently as broneo-
saruses stampede across the screen. 1 look down,
wondering if Griffith might have added some sort
of tactile ransducers to shake the seats; he notices
and turms the sound down to explain that the the-
ater hosts an astounding 24 subwoofers, " They e
all 12-inchers,” he says. “I'd rather use a lot of
smaller subs than a few large ones becavse the
simaller ones are quicker and more efficient.”

Thanks to its huge complement of CAT/
MBX speakers and amplifiers, and to extensive
on-site tuning by Griffith and a team of CAT
engineers, the system sounds as clean at a deafen-
ing volume as a typical home theater system does

running at grandmaother-pleasing levels. When |
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