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the company's first system packaged with
in-wall keypads.

In its new E series, Russound will of-
fer the $5,650 street price ACA-ES eight-
zone, 12-source controller/amplifier with
embedded AM/FM tuner and option-
al Sirius and XM satellite radio plug-in
cards.

Other suppliers at the show are
showing a variety of other system archi-
tectures. [hey include speaker-selector-
based systems (newcomer Aron), systems
with amplified in-wall keypads (Aton and
Audioaccess) and systems that plug intio
structured-wiring cabinets (Audio De-
sign Associares).

Here's whart select companies are ex-
hibiting:

Audio Design Associates: The com-
pany 1s offeri ng irs first mulriroom-andio
J system to use a structured-wiring cabinet
box. The SWAN (Strucrured Wiring
Audio Nerwork) 1s ADA's lowest price
multircom-audio solution, a modular sys-
tem thar fits inco standard serverured-wir-
ing boxes, and it eliminates the need for
big entertainment cabinets and equipment
racks. It's available and suirable for mulri-
ple dwelling units as well as tract and cus-
JII tom-built homes, the company said.
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BY JOSEPH PALENCHAR
DENVER — Niles, which is also cele-
brating its 30th birthday, is expanding
its ZR series of multizone receivers to

Special Report:

Elan's 52,000-suggested 58.6AV and
§1,400-suggested S8.6AVP are eight-
source, six-zone A/V controllers that
deliver audio and composite video to
each zone. The former comes with inte-
grated 12x40-watt amplifier.

The cabiner box, mounted berween
wall studs, accepts four-zone preamplifi-
er, integrated-amplifier, and HD Radio,
H M, and Sirius tuner modules, SWAN
accepts up to two tuner modules. The
preamp are intended for connection to
local-zone amplifiers. The electronics
in the cabinet connect via CAT-5 to in-
wall keypads and to audio sources in oth-
CT TOOImS.

A basic system delivering eight sourc-
es to four zones rerails for a suggesrsd
$6,040. The system can be expanded 48
zones in four-zone increments. Amplifiers
are rated ar 2x35 wares into 8 ohms and
are stable to 2 ohms, enabling one zone to
have as many as four speakers pairs.

Also new: the $5,999 HDTV-16 16-
zone high-dr:ﬁnirinn 1080p video switch-
ing card for the Suite 16 multiroom-A /W
system. It pipes HD video in component
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form over CAT-5 cables, s:n.'ibl[ng a Suire
16 to deliver 16 HD screams from one
card instead of che previous three,

As part of ADA's :wilrh_.hui_e
brarion, the products are available with a
JU-year warraney if sold l‘lﬂmm
2007, and July 4, 2008, h
"J"' mhrmm brand up-

graded its WHEN home-theater/mul-

tiroom-A/V system with che abilicy to

d[sp[a}-‘ KM and Sirius metadaca and in-

terface with a planned doorbell module,
which will enable WHEN in-wall key-
pads to conrrol .:nmPatible doorbell/in-
tercom units at multiple doors and re-
motely lock/unlock the doors as well.

One of WHEN's |{|‘_‘}’ cOMpOnents is
the Si.lﬂgrsuggesred AVR21EN, a com-
bination 7.1-channel A/V receiver with
two AM/FM tuners and embedded mul-
tiroom controller. The other key com-
ponent is the AVH21 multiroom hub,
which distributes A/V signals to up to
eight remote zones (up to 20 when mul-
tiple models are connected. Remorte au-
dio zones are powered and controlled by
KP21 in-wall keypads with LCD screen
and buile-in 2x25-watt amplifier.

Suggested retails start at less than
$4,000 for a system with a base home the-
ater and two remote zones.

Aton: The Lexingron, Ky., newcomer
has developed multiple multiroom audio

See Multiroom Audio ox page 45
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company said. The new SR-6 and ZR-
Pro, however, can be used with a sepa-
rate VS-6 video switcher/router.

To its step-up IntelliControl ICS

Créétrﬁﬁs Adagim
Line Gets Two
More Systems

BY JOSEPH PALENCHAR
DENVER — Crestron is expanding
its series of Adagio multiroom au-
dio systems to three models from
one during CEDIA Expo by adding
two models with home theater and
video capability.

The Adagio series consists of a
single-chassis multircom-audio
brain, which looks like a stereo re-
ceiver, combined with plug-and-play
in-wall controllers and such plug-
and-play Crestron sources as the
Adagio Music Server and iPod dock.
The initial Adagio model launched
last year drives a multiroom audio
system and incorporates plug-in tun-
er cards, multiple amplifier channels,
audio-source switching and ability to
control other home systems.

The new $9,000-suggested Adagio
AMS (Adagio Media System) does
allthat and doubles as a home the- |
ater amplifier/processorincorporat-
ing decoders for all mandatory and

The 511,000 AMS-AIP adds such
video features as 1030p up-scaling.

optional surround-sound formats
authorized on Blu-ray and HD DVD
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systems and a line of in-wall and in-ceil-
ing s]:lea[-cer.ﬁ.

The multiroom selection includes two-,
four- and six-room DLA speaker se-
lectors controlled by RF remotes and
delivering independent control of volume,
mure and on/off from remote rooms. Op-
tional IR receivers or rouchpads in the re-
mote rooms will contol all audio sources
connected to the speaker selectors.

The company also offers a DH44
multiroom-audio system based on am-
plified in-wall E{E}'pads with 30-wart

amp!iﬁu:al:mn and CAT-5 distribution of

digital music to the keypads. The key-
pads also feature local-source input and
IR passthrough.

A chird producr is a four-source, four-
zone HD video router df_'tivering video
and digital or analog audio over CAT-5.

Elan: The company is expanding
its selecrion of multisource/multizone
A/ conerollers to fill in price points be-
tween the current entry-level model and
top-end model and to offer a good-bet-
ter-best selecrion.

The new models, the SE,D'IJD-:;uggesn:d
58.6AV and $1400-suggested S8.6AVP,
are eight-source, six-zone A/V control-
lers that deliver audio and composite vid-
eo to each zone, The former comes with
inrcgrarr:-:[ 1 2x40-ware ampliﬁur secrion
to drive six audio zones. The latrer lacks
amplifiers. Up to four of each model can
be linked to deliver audio and video to up
ro 24 zones. Borh are due in Ocrober,

Special Report:

x

The SWAN is ADA's first multiroom-
andio system to use a structured-wiring
cabinet box and the company's lowest
price multiroom-audio solution.

The current entry-level 56 is a six-
source, six-zone audio-only controller with
inregrated :]mpljﬁcr. It’s not Ex}mnd;;h]e.
The TCI-FI-'r_‘l'Id 51215 an 12-source, eightrzune
A/V controller without amp section. It's
expandable to 32 zones and can distribure
high-defnition component video.

Both new models can be conrcrolled
from in-wall volume concrols, in-wall
keypads and touchscreens, and Elan’s Ole
Film-Interactive rouchpads.

MNetStreams: The company is expand-
ing its multiroom-audio selection with the
receiver-based entry-level Quarret, which
is the company’s first system thar does not
use IP rechnology to transmit control or
audio signals. Other NetStreams systems
use IP for control and audio, and the cur-
rent opening-price Musica system uses [P
only for contrel signals when an optional

maodule is added.

-

SEPTEMBER B-8, 200T DEMNVER.CO |

Ara suggcsted $2,500, including four
pack:;_gcd in-wall keypads, the Quarter is
priced significantly lower chen che cur-
rent opening-price Musica system, whose
price ranges from 54,400 ro $6,500.

The Quarter, said to be the first entry-
level system with whole-house and room-
[O-FOOMm p:;ging, consises of a five-source,
four-zone Q4000 “multroom processor”
with integrated FM tuner. It's packaged
with four in-wall double-gang keypads
incorporaring microphone tor Push to-
talk paging and controls for source selec
tion and other playback functions. Each
keypad can also be connecred to a local
source via optional Audio Porr.

Audio Peanrm:mu:c in each room can
be enhanced rhmug]ﬁ five-band equaliza-
tion and adjustments for loudness con-
tour and balance.

Russound: The company will an-
nounce i':;:uurrh-quarn:r shipments of two
components in the brand new E series,
announced earlier this year and available
only to installers certibied under the com-
pany’s Sphere certification program.

The ACA-ES, wicth a $5,650 streer price,
is an eight-zone, 12-source controller/am-
plifier with embedded AM/FM tuner, op-
tional Sirius and XM sarellite-radio mod-
ules, optional AM/FM tuners, 16x40-wart
amplification, source inputs, doorbell and
1,\;1ging incerface, and mmpnsirert'idco
switching. Current Russound controller/
amps top out at six sources and six zones.

The dnul‘r[cagang KLK-ES click-wheel
keypad ar $599 MAPfeatures LCD
screen, menu-driven interface, capacicive-
touch scroll wheel, hard keys, IR receiver
and meradara display. 3
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translucent menu overlay over a vid-
eo program playing ona TV.

All three Adagio models feature
Audyssey MultEQ room correction
and choice of three dual-tuner cars:
one with dual AM/FM tuners, one
with XM and AM/FM tuners and a
third with Sirius and AM/FM tuners.

For distributing cable and satel-
lite signals throughout the house,
the company is unveiling what it be-
lieves is an industry first. The Media
Manifold enables installers to auto-
matically and independently set the
gain and tilt of a video signal in each
of up to 12 rooms to maximize video
performancein each room. The Man-
ifold takes a cable signal in at a cen-
tral location and distributes ittoup to
12rooms viaindependent cable runs.
At each room's cable outlet, the in-
staller plugs in a companion hand-
held device to measure the length of
the cable run and set the gain and tilt
at the press of one button,

That compares to the common
method of adding splitters and am-
plifiers to a cable run and manually
tweaking the amplifiers to deliver a
signal that's averaged out over multi-
ple rooms, compromising video per-
formance, the company said.

Pricing wasn't available at press
time.







